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recognized for
immunization
efforts
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Moorhead, Minn.

Anne Blackhurst welcomed as president elect

BY JOSIE GERESZEK
gereszekjo@mnstate.edu

For her decades of leadership in getting
children vaccinated, an MSUM grad has
been named Minnesota’s Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Childhood Immunization Champion.
Patricia Stinchfield, M.S., RN, CPNP,
has been recognized for her extraordinary
work in promoting childhood
immunization in Minnesota. In 1987,
Stinchfield began working as a pediatric
nurse practitioner at Children’s Clinics
and Hospitals of Minnesota. Since she
has been working to educate parents,
healthcare providers, community leaders
and policy makers on the vital role
immunizations play in keeping vaccinepreventable diseases out of otherwise
healthy communities.
According to the CDC, young children
rely on champions like Stinchfield to
IMMUNIZATION, BACK PAGE

BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu

President elect Anne Blackhurst applauds with the crowd at her welcome ceremony on April 28 in the Comstock Memorial Union.

Szymanski leaves MSUM Community leader, students honored
in “great shape”
BY ALISON SMITH
smithal@mnstate.edu

After six years of calling herself
a Dragon, MSUM president Edna
Szymanski will retire this summer,
saying goodbye to Moorhead and
hello to her next chapter in her life.
Szymanski has led MSUM
through some tough times,
including the historical 2009 Red
River flood as well as the financial
problems made familiar with the
recent faculty cuts.
“I came in. I found a large
structural deficit,” she said. “The
institution was in pretty severe
financial problems before the
recession hit.”
Szymanski was disappointed in
all the negativity the university got
with the recent faculty layoffs and
wished people would recognize
why certain decisions had to be
made. In her eyes, it was for the
good of the university.
“We had to eliminate these so
that we could have new programs
that met employer needs,” she said.
“The place is in great shape. It’s
fiscally sustainable”

Bureau, turning a deficit into a surplus in his time there.
Currently president of the Dakota Medical Foundation,
Traynor created the Lend A Hand program which has
“My philosophy really has been ‘surround yourself raised over $6.5 million since its creation. On top of
with great people, and great things will happen,’” said all of that, he spearheaded the construction of a new
J. Patrick Traynor, president of the Dakota Medical building for the medical foundation, for which work
Foundation.
was recently completed.
From his long list of accomplishments, it seems as
In his acceptance speech, Traynor was very humble.
though that philosophy is working for him. Traynor “It’s a huge honor, and I’m kind of sheepish about
was this year’s L.B. Hartz award winner, an honor accepting it,” he said.
given each year by the College of Business and
He congratulated Blackhust on her recent
Innovation at MSUM and sponsored by the L.B. Hartz appointment as president and commended MSUM for
foundation.
“producing the leaders of tomorrow, and … doing a
T h e
great job.”
a w a r d “I hang with great people, and they make great things happen”
Traynor told
banquet,
the audience,
- J. Patrick Traynor
which took
“I accept it (the
place last Friday in the CMU ballroom, was filled award) on behalf of the folks in this room.” He added,
with the local business community, along with staff “Achievement really is a group effort.” The entirety of
from the hosting college, to congratulate and support his speech credited his success to the people around
Traynor. Current provost and future president Anne him. “If I leave you with one thing, the one thing I can
Blackhurst was also in attendance and gave a short be accredited with is that I hang with great people, and
welcome speech.
they make great things happen,” Traynor said, ending
Each year, students in the College of Business and his speech.
Innovation choose a professional to nominate for the
However, the focus of the night was not simply
award. This year Traynor was nominated by Brandon on the business community outside of MSUM. Two
Carmichael and Steven Garaas, who also gave him students of the College of Business and Innovation
a full introduction complete with his long list of were also recognized with a scholarship awarding their
accomplishments.
academic achievements as well as community service.
From a pool of 27 students, Lacey Guck and
Traynor received a degree in economics from the
Sydney
Beyer were awarded a $2,000 scholarship.
University of North Dakota and went on to get a law
degree shortly after. He held the position of Deputy To be considered for the award, students must have a
Director of the North Dakota Workers Compensation
HERTZ, BACK PAGE
BY MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettema@mnstate.edu

Edna Szymanski

Szymanski made it part of her
mission to directly connect with
industry business leaders for the last
four years in collaboration with the
Greater Fargo-Moorhead Economic
Development Corporation. These
meetings have resulted in a better
understanding of what employers
need and expect from college
graduates, making sure individuals
are able to get a job applicable
to their major and interests upon
graduation.
As a result the university has
modified curricula and programs,
adding many new majors and
emphases for the changing job
SZYMANSKI, PAGE 5
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Briefs
C

ampus
alendar

5.6

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
“Scorch Jam,” Campus
Mall

5.7

All Day
“Study Day in the
CMU,” CMU
9 - 11 p.m.
“Late Night Kise,”
Kise Commons

5.10

7:30 p.m.
“An Evening
Dance,” Hansen

5.14

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
“International
Student Spring Sash
Ceremony,”
CMU
Ballroom

5.16

of

9a.m. and 1 p.m.
Commencement,
Nemzek
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Security Update

World News

Pro-Russian forces free 30
prisoners
On
Sunday
pro-Russian
militants broke into an Odessa
prison to free 30 of their fellow
separatists who had been jailed
after Friday’s riots. Friday’s
clash, which Ukrainian Prime
Minister Arseny
Yatseniuk
accussed Russia of engineering,
left 46 dead. As pro-Russian
separatists continue to battle,
Ukrainian officials made it clear
that they would not halt their
military efforts to reclaim the
eastern region of the country.
“We are not stopping,” vowed
Ukraine’s interior minister Arsen
Avakov.
Four dead after Arkansas
shooting
A man opened fire on six
people at a family gathering in
Jonesboro, Ark. on Saturday. In
addition to killing a man and a
13-year-old girl, he shot four
others, critically injuring two
children ages 8 and 10. Police
were called to respond to the
shooting around 1 p.m. They
were then called to respond
to a second shooting at 1:22
p.m. in which the suspected
gunman killed a worker at a
nearby business. The suspected
gunman was later found dead.
It is unclear whether it was selfinflicted. Police have declined to
identify the victim.
No hope for over 2000 people
buried by Afghan landslide
Afghan officials say there
is little hope in rescuing the
thousands buried in a massive
landslide in the northeastern
region of the country Friday
night. While civilians have been
working with soldiers to unearth
bodies, there is also a high risk
that the efforts may trigger
another mudslide. The U.N.
said 350 were killed, and the
provincial governor estimated
that 2,000 were unaccounted for.
Some groups estimate as many as
2,700 are missing. “That will be
their cemetery,” said Mohammed
Karim Kahlili, Afganistan Vice
President. “It is not possible to
bring out any bodies.” President
Hamid Karzai declared a
national day of mourning, saying
there was “no hope” for most of
those buried and declaring the
landslide a “human tragedy.”
Sterling breaks his silence
Embattled L.A. Clippers owner
Donald Sterling apparently broke
his silence Friday, telling DuJour
Magazine, “I wish I had just paid
her off.” Sterling was presumably
referencing girlfriend V. Stiviano
who recorded him making racist
remarks on a phone call that was
leaked to TMZ over the weekend,
resulting in Sterling’s lifetime
ban from the NBA. The NBA’s
finance committee met this week
after the commissioner said he
wanted Sterling’s ownership of
the team to be terminated.
World news from dailybeast.com

MSUM Briefs

Late night study breakfast
offered in Kise tomorrow
Tomorrow night Kise will be
open for a special Study Day
meal. The meal will be served
from 9 to 11 p.m. and is included
in meal plans.
MSUM tutoring program
recieves
international
certification
The
Academic
Assistant
Program, (MSUM’s tutoring
program) developed by the
Academic Support Center and
implemented by Dan Weisse,
has just recently received
International Tutor Certification
by
the
College
Reading
and
Learning
Association.
All are encouraged to wish
congratulations to all the tutors
as well as Catherine Kippley
and Dan Weisse.
Ensemble
to
perform
downtown tonight
MSUM is proud to announce
the
performance
of
The
Collaborations. The first year
commercial ensemble will be
performing at 7:30 p.m. tonight
at Studio 222. The performance
will include songs by artists
such as Daft Punk, Michael
Jackson, The Temptations and
many more.
The eight piece commercial
ensemble (comprised of four
singers and four instrumentals)
is completing its first year under
the direction of Dr. Michael J.
Krajewski. “The commercial
ensemble is a nice change
of pace from the traditional
ensembles that are offered on
campus,” said Michael Beatrez,
member of the Collaborations.
Studio 222 is located at 222
North Broadway in downtown
Fargo.
Art history presentations to
take place Thursday
Two public art history thesis
presentations will take place
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in CA
165. The presentations are
open to the public and will be
followed by a small reception.
The two speakers and their
topics will include Gisselle Tipp
on “The Blueprint of a Stripped
Society: Reconstruction of
Russian Culture through the
Constructivist Gaze” and Linnea
Fitterer on “Contemporary
Curating as an Artistic Practice”.
Graduating veterans should
visit Veterans Resource Center
All
Veterans
who
are
graduating in the spring are
asked to please stop in the
Veterans Resource Center to get
their free tribute stole.
Free lunch today in Campus
Mall
MSUM Veterans and Dragon
SOS are offering free lunch
today in the campus mall.
They will be offereing brats
and burgers from 11a.m. to 1 p.m.

Director of Public Safety

Greg Lemke

4.25
DWI on 14th Street South,
arrested by Moorhead PD

4.27
Alcohol offenses in G-5 Parking
Lot, two cited by Moorhead PD

Suspicious activity 14th Street
and 9th Avenue, unable to locate

Alcohol offense
Parking Lot, one
Moorhead PD

Arson report in South Snarr,
under investigation
Alcohol offenses in South
Snarr, three cited by Moorhead
PD
Theft in G-7 Parking Lot,
investigation determined report
unfounded
Suspicious
activity
in
Grantham, report completed
4.26
Noise complaint in South
Snarr, warnings issued
Suspicious odor outside of
Holmquist, unable to locate
source
Noise complaint in Ballard,
unable to locate upon arrival
Medical call in Nemzek,
juvenile
transported
to
emergency room by family
Theft in East Snarr, under
investigation
Intoxicated male in Nemzek,
transported
to
detox
by
Moorhead PD
Suspicious activity in G-7
Parking Lot, one referred to
Campus Judicial

Assist student
completed.

in G-10
cited by
in

Nelson,

Alcohol offense in Dahl, one
referred to Campus Judicial
Alcohol offense in Holmquist,
one cited by Moorhead PD
4.28
Report of vandalism in Weld,
referred to maintenance
Arson report in South Snarr,
under investigation
Report of trespassing
Ballard, contact made

in

Arson report in South Snarr,
under investigation
4.29
Three dogs at large on campus,
Moorhead PD contact
Non-student trespassing
MSUM residence halls

in

4.30
Suspicious activity in Bridges,
under investigation
Request welfare check in East
Snarr, cancelled prior to arrival
5.1
Welfare check
contact made

in

library,

Safety Tip of the week

Lost and Found

Items found on campus and turned in to Public Safety are turned
over to the Rec and Outing Center in the Comstock Memorial
Union. Make sure to stop in and check for any items you’ve
lost before leaving campus for the summer or give them a call at
218-477-2265
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449

House for Rent

HOUSE FOR RENT starting June 1st - 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2
car garage, off-street parking for 4 cars.
Near MSUM. $1300/month.
218-236-9720.

Summer Employment

Counselors, speech and occupational therapists and aids, reading
instructors, recreation, crafts and waterfront personnel are needed for a
summer camp in North Dakota. Working with children with special needs.
Salary plus room and board. Contact: Dan Minmnaugh Camp Grassick,
Box F Dawson, ND 58428 (701) 327-4251 email grasbek@bektel.com
Dragon Golf Tournament
registration is now open
Registeration
for
the
Dragon Golf Tournaments
are now open! Tournaments
are held at the elite Moorhead
Country Club.
The Dragon Open is Monday,
June 9. The Dragon Women’s
Scramble is Tuesday, July 8.
The Ross Fortier Classic is
Friday, August 1.

Apply for The Advocate
Check out our website
msumadvocate.com for a
list of open positions for the
2014-15 academic year.
For
more
information,
contact Dragon Athletics at
218-477-5824 or riopelg@
mnstate.edu.

MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted at advocate@mnstate.edu
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A&E

A&E Briefs
Theatre Department to hold
dance show

This Saturday, May 10, the theatre department will hold
its event “An Evening of Dance” at 7:30 in Hansen Theatre.
The showcase will feature works from student dancers and
choreographers and is free. For more information please contact
the MSUM box ofﬁce at 218-477-2271.

Gallery exhibits student works
The Roland Dillard Center for the Arts Gallery is currently
showing its BFA Certiﬁcate and Art 498 exhibit. This exhibit
features works from students and ranges in media and content.
The exhibit will be available until May 16.

Senior film screenings event had
great turn-out

Spiderman sequel has too
many villians
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu

Two years after the release of the ﬁrst ﬁlm of
the franchise, Andrew Garﬁeld is back as Spidey
in “The Amazing Spiderman 2.”
While the ﬁlm didn’t beat the $95 million that
“Captain America” opened with in the box ofﬁce,
the movie still did well, and for good reason.
The ﬁlm follows the story of Peter Parker as he
deals with the struggles of juggling relationships
and his responsibilities as Spiderman. He also has
to deal with ﬁnding out new information about his
astranged father, his old friend Harry Osborn and,
of course, battling a plethora of evil villians.
This installment of the Spiderman saga featured
numerous villians, which to the average Marvel
lover had potential to make or break the ﬁlm.
Personally, for this reviewer, the vast array of
villians found in “The Amazing Spiderman 2” were
overkill and produced unnecessary confusion and
an overuse of action sequences.
Even though the variety of villians acted as
somewhat detrimental to the ﬁlm as a whole, the
rest of the ﬁlm made up for it.
It seemed as though one of the ﬁlm’s most
important villlians was not the glowing electric

man, “Electro” or even the mutated “Green
Goblin,” but Peter Parker himself as he faced a
plethora of internal issues.
The romantic elements of the ﬁlm also made it
enjoyable, as the relationship between Peter and his
girlfriend, Gwen Stacey, swung on webs of its own
throughout the ﬁlm. The realism with which the
relationship is handled throughout the ﬁlm made
that element one of the strongest of the movie.
Throughout the ﬁlm, Peter was faced with the
issue of handling loss, a theme which served as
not only an undertone, but a major plot point. In
the last ﬁlm, Peter struggled with the loss of his
parents who abandoned him as a child, as well
as the loss of his uncle. In this ﬁlm, Peter deals
with the potential loss of his girlfriend as their
relationship gets rocky, as well as the potential of
her leaving New York.
The development of relationships throughout
this installment of “The Amazing Spiderman”
franchise was, to this reviewer, the strongest part
of the ﬁlm. If attention had been paid to the villians
in the way it was to Peter’s inner struggles, the ﬁlm
would have been stronger overall.
To conclude, “The Amazing Spiderman 2” was
an effective and interesting superhero ﬁlm, but it
does not have its villians to thank for its success.

Last week, the ﬁlm department sponsored the screening of
senior ﬁlm projects. The 30+ students involved in the production
of the ﬁlms had the opportunity to showcase them for an
audience of their peers, family, friends and faculty. The ﬁlms
varied in genre and content. There will be a Juried Exhibition of
ﬁlms at 7 p.m. on Saturday.

BRING IN THIS COUPON TO GET

$10

courtsey of sciencefiction.com

“The Amazing Spider-Man 2” was released on May 2 and is currently in theatres.

any purchase of $20 or more ONLY VALID TILL 6/8/14

*One shopping pass per customer. Pass valid till 06/8/14. Must be presented at time of purchase.
Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchases or gift card purchases. Not valid for
Glik Associates. Excludes: Patagonia, TOMS, UGG, Under Armour, Tuxedo Rentals & Online Purchases.

Visit www.gliks.com to
find your nearest location

Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Treatment for All Ages
There is help and hope for those dealing with untreated
mental illness and substance abuse.

701.476.7216 | prairie-stjohns.com | Fargo, ND

Straw Hat to open 51st season
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu

This year marks the 51st
season of the Straw Hat Players
Summer Theatre program.
The line-up for this year offers
a wide variety of shows for the
viewing pleasure of all interested
patrons.
The season kicks off on June 3
with “Suds: The Musical.”
“Suds” is a fun musical ﬁlled
with pop hits from the ‘60s.
According to the Straw Hat
website, the show “tells the
story of a young woman and her
guardian angels, who come to
teach her about ﬁnding true love
in, of all places, a laundromat.”
This ﬁrst show will be held at
7:30 p.m. June 3-6 on the Gaede
Stage.
After the run of “Suds,” the
Straw Hat players will change
pace with a drama called
“Doubt.” This award-winning
straight-play runs June 10
through 13. This “eloquent and
provocative investigation of
truth and consequences,” is set in
1964 and tells the story of a nun
who feels as though a priest has
done something horrible to one
of his students. This show will
also be held at 7:30 p.m. each
night on the Gaede Stage.

“Funny Girl” is a classic
musical based on the life and
career of Fanny Brice. The show
features popular songs such as
“Don’t Rain on my Parade” and
“People,” and will start at 7:30
p.m. running from June 17 - 20
in the Hansen Theatre.
After closing “Funny Girl,”
Straw Hat will produce another
straight-play called “Barefoot in
the Park.” This romantic comedy
follows the story of newly weds
as they deal with the usual issues
that surround a newly married
couple, as well as the hilarity that
befalls them. This show will run
at 7:30 p.m. from June 24-27 on
the Gaede Stage.
The Straw Hat Players 51st
season will close with their
production of “Fiddler on the

Roof,” another classic piece
of musical theatre. Being a
Broadway classic, “Fiddler”
includes many musical numbers
that are well-known such as
“If I Were a Rich Man” and
“Matchmaker.” This classic
story of Tevye, a father of ﬁve
daughters, and his attempts to
keep his Jewish traditions alive
during changing times will run at
7:30 p.m. on July 10, 11 and 15 18 on the Hansen Stage.
All of the shows performed by
the Straw Hat Players Summer
Theatre program are rated PG13.
For ticket prices or other
inquiries, patrons can call the
MSUM box ofﬁce at 218-4772271 or visit the Straw Hat Players
website at mnstate.edu/strawhat.

Straw Hat Summer Theatre Schedule
“Suds: The Musical”

June 3 - 6

7:30 p.m.

Gaede

“Doubt: A Parable”

June 10 - 13

7:30 p.m.

Gaede

“Funny Girl”

June 17 - 20

7:30 p.m.

Hansen

“Barefoot in the Park”

June 24 - 27

7:30 p.m.

Gaede

“Fiddler on the Roof”

July 10 - 11
July 15 - 18

7:30 p.m.

Hansen
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Professor cultivates students’ creativity

Henry Gwiazda

BY BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu

Professors come and go at
MSUM, some leaving behind traces
of inspiration in the minds of the
students they’ve taught. Dr. Henry
Gwiazda is one such professor,
and in a year when he retires, his
creativity, inspiration and guidance
will continue to linger within his
students.
Gwiazda has put in more than
three decades at MSUM teaching
music composition, theory and pop
rock courses. At work his students
are his priority, but Gwiazda also
spends a great deal of time outside of
class on his own artistic work, which
is equally important to him.
Gwiazda grew up in Connecticut
and went to college for music
composition in Hartford, N.Y. at the
Eastman School of Music. Later, he
would move on to do graduate work
at the Hartt School of Music and
complete his doctoral studies at the
Cincinnati College Conservatory.
After finishing his doctoral work,
he was immediately hired to teach
music composition at MSUM and
began his journey as a professor.
However, that was not the only
journey he would take in his life.
“I’m the kind of professor that

when I leave the place that I leave, found that it was really what I wanted life, especially with his teachings.
I enter into my own professional to do. I then started to get screenings However, he doesn’t listen to music
world, and it works out well for me,” of my work internationally first and nearly as often anymore because his
Gwiazda said. “When I come back that’s really continued, and I have art has changed.
(to MSUM) I’m able to give 100 never looked back.”
“I think that it’s natural for a
percent ... for (students), and when I
He has had many influences human being to get saturated at a
leave it’s 100 percent for my artistic throughout his life. When he was 12 certain point, and as long as they’re
work.”
years old he remembers listening to not cynical about it they can move
In the late 80s and 90s he spent The Beatles frequently and credits onto something else,” Gwiazda said.
time touring the country as an them as an influence of not only his “I think more years with yourself as
electronic musician, playing 40-50 compositions, but of several other a human is great, so that you can be
shows a year. He said he has always composers of that time period.
more interested by all sorts of things
thought of himself as a musician
“In terms of video art, I suppose and keep growing and expanding,
however, in the past couple decades one of my favorite film makers is which is the kind of model you want
he he’s related more to being an Russian, Andrei Tarkovsky and a to set for students, and that’s what a
artist.
French film maker, Jacques Tati. university should be about.”
Since the 90s, his work has There are a couple of films I saw
When he first came to MSUM,
become more visual as he began of his after I started my work that Gwiazda had just received his
working with virtual sound and I’ve found a certain connection doctorate in music composition
virtual reality. Now
and began teaching
he creates what is
right away. He
“The higher you get to the understanding of a subject
known as video
always wanted to
matter, I think the more interesting it becomes. I don’t
art, an art form
teach and was one
created through teach what people expect you to, but more what I think is of two in his class
editing computer
to actually receive
important about that subject matter”
animation, film
teaching positions
- Dr. Henry Gwiazda, music composition professor
or any other type
immediately
of moving visual
f o l l o w i n g
medium.
to,” Gwiazda said. “Almost anyone graduation.
“As I was experiencing these you could name, there is something
“When I got (to MSUM) I found
virtual reality works, I was exposed about their work that I like.”
that I really liked the faculty and
or introduced to computer graphics,”
He says that he prefers to they were really enthusiastic about
he said. “I bought one, a very cheap lecture, because lecturing is “like a my work,” he said. “I was hired
8-bit graphics software program, just performance.” However, he does not predominately because I think
as an experiment and I got a feeling, consider it his best teaching ability.
they wanted a composer, and
and I hadn’t got that feeling since I
“What I am best at, I think, is they also wanted someone who
was 16 years old, about music. And the music composition lessons. But had knowledge of popular music
it scared me because I was going that’s also the most demanding, because they were beginning to get
outside my comfort area.”
because you’re working with a lot of students who came from a
When he first began expanding students who are trying to be rock’n’roll background.”
to and exploring video art, he used creative and imaginative, and you
Since he began in the fall of 1981,
computer graphics to create artistic don’t know what they’re going to he has watched the department
pieces and said for him, it was a bring you,” he said. “You have to change and grow and says he
“big life change,” but it was also a listen and look at what they’re doing believes the talent of his students
natural one.
and try to say the right thing to them has also grown.
“I had been studying visual art to help them. I realize very easily
“I think the quality of the
prior to that for about 10 years, so I that one person can say the wrong students has gotten better in terms
was already interested in it. I didn’t thing or be taken the wrong way, of composition,” Gwiazda said. “I
know at the time that I was sort of and of course, that’s not what I’m don’t know why that has been the
preparing for this. So, it seemed like supposed to be doing. I’m supposed case, but there has always been
a very natural evolution for me and I to be helping.”
some really talented students who
just kept going in that direction and
Music is still a large part of his have come through here, and I’ve

had a good opportunity to work
with them.”
When he first thought of becoming
a teacher, he was considering the
practical side. It was a good way to
sustain an income. He would later
realize it was something he was
naturally good at. He always did
well in academic situations, whether
it was teaching guitar when he was
15 years old, or in college when
he was tutoring other students on
music theory.
“A teacher is ‘here is a bunch
of information that I have to
communicate to people’ and I
don’t really have that,” Gwiazda
said. “The higher you get to the
understanding of a subject matter,
I think the more interesting it
becomes. I don’t teach what people
expect you to, but more what I
think is important about that subject
matter. ”
Next year, Gwiazda has big plans
for his sabbatical as well as his
retirement. Obviously his future
holds the continuation of his art.
“That won’t change,” Gwiazda said,
but it will also include a new way of
teaching. He plans on doing lessons
and lectures using Skype and will
be exploring that in his last year of
teaching.
“I like the idea of my last year
being a new year,” he said. “I’m
exploring something new before I
finish my years of teaching.”
Through the years he has enjoyed
his time at MSUM and says that his
favorite thing has been “working
with the students I’ve worked with.”
He also wants to remind students:
“Never lose sight of what you
would really like to do, no matter
how impossible it might seem. The
people who don’t give up are the
people who succeed.”

From Saudi Arabia to Moorhead
One student’s experience in a culture abroad

BY NARJES ALBAKSHY
albakshyna@mnstate.edu

Once I stepped foot in Hector International
Airport, I noticed something that concerned
me - I was getting funny glances and cold
stares from fellow travelers. I went into the
bathroom to check if there was anything out
of the ordinary. While fixing my hijab (head
scarf) I got a good glimpse of my reflection
in the mirror under the harsh white lights of
the bathroom. Then I glanced at the tall, fairskinned, blonde woman sharing the mirror,
and it hit me. I was different.
Fargo-Moorhead was not my first option
for studying abroad. I had spent two years
away from my country of Saudi Arabia,
studying in the United Arab Emirates. My
interest in business administration, a popular
major among young Arabs, started to fade.
My English professor sparked an interest of
journalism in me. Even though my parents
supported my decision of changing majors, I
felt that the Middle East was not the best place
to earn a degree in mass communications.
Moving back to the United States where I
grew up seemed like the best choice.
I decided to move here after reading about
the perks of living in the growing metropolis
of Fargo-Moorhead. I researched a lot about
the area before deciding to transfer to MSUM,
but I knew little about what I was going to
face after moving here.
Being an Arab-Muslim was never an issue
when I lived in Texas and New Jersey. The
number of Arabs and Muslims where I had
resided before were so plentiful, they had their
own neighborhoods and communities.
Even so, after the tragic events of September

11, my parents decided to have me stay home all different origins. This is why in F-M
from my 4th grade class. I spent two weeks at alone, you can find a growing number of
our house in Houston for my safety, until the African, Asian, Middle Eastern and European
shock of the tragedy subsided. We resumed Muslims.
our lives without realizing that the reputation
The language of Islam is Arabic and our
would change dramatically for Muslims and holy book, the Quran, is written in Arabic
Arabs around the world.
script. However, not all Arabs are Muslims.
By now I thought that Americans would
In fact, the Middle East is the birthplace
be more aware of Arab culture and Muslim of the three major monotheistic religions,
beliefs, but unfortunately, I was wrong. After Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and they are
the attacks, I predicted that the mainstream all still practiced there today.
media would clarify that the radical jihadists
Some people regard the head scarf as some
who were behind the terrorist attacks did not sort of symbol that I do not speak English,
define all Muslims and Arabs. The opposite which is annoying since I am actually a
happened:
a
better English
new definition
speaker
“After living here for a while, I grew
of Muslim and
than I am of
Arab has been accustomed to the reaction of some locals my
native
created
based
language
of
regarding my religious choice. I do not
on stereotypes
Arabic.
and fear of a regard it as a sacrifice of some sort, but as
While
I
a submission to my faith.”
misunderstood
was at a local
religion
and
pizzeria, an
culture.
old man approached my table. He asked
What was baffling to me after living here in a loud tone, as if my head scarf, which
for two years was that I faced the stereotypes lightly covers my ears with fabric, affected
firsthand. I was surprised at how shockingly my hearing, “Do you speak English?” I told
little the residents of F-M, regardless of their him where I was from and he replied with a
religion, nationality or age, knew about the chuckle, “Oh yeah, Arabia. Lots of sand there,
Middle East.
yeah?” I did not know what to think of his
I have jotted down just a few examples of comment. He asked the same way you would
bizarre encounters I have experienced in just normally speak to a child. I was disheartened
three months.
that my hijab could be regarded as a handicap
Contrary to popular belief, Islam is spread rather than a symbol of my religious faith.
globally and is not only in the Middle East.
On my daily bus route, I see a lot of different
Islam can be found in almost any continent people at the station. I enjoy observing the
which is why Muslims are very diverse.
commuters who all have something to do and
Not all Muslims are brown-skinned; somewhere to go. In fact, besides international
they come in all different colors and from grocery stores and universities, the bus station

is one of the most culturally diverse places in
the area. I was delighted to see that a Muslim
woman, adorning the head scarf, was a driver
for MAT-Bus.
Despite that, I constantly get funny looks
from fellow bus passengers. Smokers in the
smoking section of the station stop talking
when I pass by, whispering once I am out of
earshot. People on a full bus avoid sitting in
the empty seat next to me as though I have a
contagious disease.
Once, while I was on the bus a few minutes
early before its scheduled departure, a bus
driver was curious about me. When I was
making small talk with him, he was surprised
by the fact I am studying in Fargo without
the companionship of my father or a male
guardian. “I thought women of your religion
and country are oppressed and do not have
much freedom,” he said.
After living here for a while, I grew
accustomed to the reaction of some locals
regarding my religious choice. I do not
regard it as a sacrifice of some sort, but as a
submission to my faith. The ideology behind
the head scarf is to cover a woman’s body,
hair and neck from men that are not related to
her as a form of self-respect and modesty, as
well as to avoid being looked at as an object
from males.
I enjoy my decision and the situations
I endure because of my head scarf. Even
though my religion has resulted in some
inconveniences, I have met many F-M
residents who are warm and friendly, contrary
to the weather.
With that in mind, my head scarf is always
a convenience during the long, harsh winters
we endure.
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Students use Indiegogo to help publish book
BY KRISTIN MILLER
millerkr@mnstate.edu

Submitted photo

“Paper Camera” is an anthology of essays
about the history of New Rivers Press.

Students in Suzzanne Kelley’s introduction to publishing class have
been getting a crash course in fundraising for the nonprofit world.
Throughout the semester, the students have been working on
“Paper Camera,” an anthology of essays about the history of New
Rivers Press. They also put together an Indiegogo campaign to crowdsource funds for the marketing and promotion of the book.
The project has involved every member of the class. Students have
worked to record and edit a viral-worthy video, design and produce
enticing prizes and promote the campaign to the campus and area
community.
For the video team, a big name added her vocal talents to
their project. Current Minnesota Poet Laureate Joyce Sutphen was
commissioned to write a series of poems for the press. One that gave
the anthology its name is featured in the video as a voice-over reciting
the poem “Paper Camera.”
“We had the crazy idea to ask Joyce Sutphen,” publishing student
Benjamin Friesen said, adding that he was unsure if he would get a
response. However, Sutphen answered the email inquiry within hours
and sent her vocal recording soon after.

Students have set their fundraising goal at $8,000 and hope that
the work they have put in will make a real impact on the future of
the book.
“It is a challenge — physical, mental and financial,” said Kelley
about finding funds to cover publishing costs when operating as a
nonprofit organization.
The press hopes that utilizing the popular fundraising website
will generate enough revenue to ease some of the financial strain
associated with printing the anthology, which is set to hit shelves and
e-readers January 2015.
Kelley also hopes that students will be able to learn some valuable
lessons about the challenges of independent and nonprofit publishing.
She has placed responsibility for the project and its success firmly in
the hands of the class.
This campaign also marks the first time the press has used crowdsourcing for the publication of a book, Kelley said, adding, “Just as
students are learning new things in the publishing business, so am I.
The Indiegogo experience is a first time for me, so we are all learning
together.”
The students plan on having a celebration during their finals period
next week when the campaign goes live.

SZYMANSKI, FROM FRONT
market. Some of these include
a bachelor’s in project
management, master’s in both
accounting and finance and an
entrepreneurship minor and
certificate.
The modification of programs
to better suite employers’
needs as well as getting the
university’s budget in a place
that is “fiscally sustainable”
are Szymanski’s proudest
accomplishments, allowing her
to leave MSUM confident with
where the university is headed.
“It’s been a difficult
presidency,” she said. “But, I
feel I’ve left the institution
in really good shape for the
future. Every decision I have
made has been about making
it better for the students. After
all, that’s the only reason we
exist isn’t it?”
While she’s proud of what
she was able to do for the
university, Szymanski is more
than ready for retirement.
“When you’re president,
you never have a life. You’re
always on call,” she said. “You
know you’re responsible. And
I can’t wait to be responsible
for nothing other than myself,
my husband and enjoying life.”
Szymanski
is
looking
forward to exercising, getting

enough sleep and taking care of
health and happiness with her
husband. She plans to focus on
the four F’s of retirement other
retirees often talk about: fun,
fitness, faith and family.
As far as the future of the
university, Szymanski has full
confidence in president elect
Anne Blackhurst.
“She is the best (leader)
I have seen in my entire
career,” Szymanski said about
Blackhurst. “I couldn’t be
happier to hand the place over.”
Because Szymanski was
faced with multiple issues
when she became president,
she wanted to make sure the
slate was wiped clean for when
Blackhurst takes office.
“We did all the hard stuff
this past year,” she said. “We
had to tackle them because I
refused to leave them to the
next president.”
Szymanski’s advice for
current and future students is
to utilize all the university has
to offer.
“I’ve worked at a lot of other
places, and here the faculty
and staff care more about the
students,” she said. “This is a
great place; take full advantage
of it.”

My one reason?

To pay for
books and
tuition.
You only need
one reason to
donate plasma.

Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a
difference for patients and help you earn extra money.

$300+
in donor,
5 Donations
As a new
you can earn

New Donors:
1st Donation $50, 2nd $50, 3rd $75, and 5th $100
Return Donors:
- Return
donors
earn$25,
$752nd
this$50week.*
1st
Donation
of the week
= $75 week
Refer a Friend:
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
Invite a friend to become a brand new donor and receive
bonus
offers
end
on 9/30/13
a*Fee
$50and
bonus
once
they
complete
2 donations.

up to $175 in just three donations.*

Donate today at:
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St

(218) 287-2700
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate.
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.

mdmnplasma.com
grifolsplasma.com
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Fairwell to another year

As another school year comes to
an end, a time of reflection helps sort
through the failures, successes and
plans for the future.
The Advocate is certainly planning
for the future by hiring almost an
entirely new staff. Students’ minds
may be spinning with summer jobs,
internship plans or vacation and
moving trips.
However, it is not time to pack the
books and writing utensils just yet.
Students should continue doing their
best throughout exam dates and finish
strong.
To those who are graduating - good
luck with your future endeavors.
Hopefully graduates learned as
much as possible during their time at
MSUM and are now ready to enter a
career they love.
Perhaps some Dragons are planning
on doing something completely
different than their major. That’s great,
too. Everyone should know there’s
much more to life than a job. Life
is about the personal relationships
formed during the journey.
Have a good summer, Dragons. Stay
safe and always keep learning.
The opinions expressed in The
Advocate are not necessarily those of
the college administration, faculty or
student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to
the editor and any submissions. They
should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or
occupation and any affiliations. Letters
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off
in The Advocate office or emailed to
advocate@mnstate.edu.

Interested in being a columnist or cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you!
Contact Jessica at
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu

From the editor: Ode to MSUM

MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu

As I reflect back on my time at
MSUM, nostalgia kicks in.
It seems like just yesterday I was
a dewy-eyed freshman moving into
Dahl. I came to college with the same
optimism many bring, excited to
embark on life’s new challenges and
of course, to live independently.
But after spending five years at this
institution (yes I’m a super senior), I
leave wishing someone would have
told me how wonderful MSUM really
is and all the opportunities it holds. I
would have taken advantage of them
sooner.
If you ask any of my friends, they’ll
all tell you the same thing; I was very
involved on campus, but I wasn’t
always this way. To be honest, I almost
transferred to St. Cloud State after my
freshman year because I lacked the
connection to my university that so
many people say makes your college
career.

In reality, it was my own fault. So
many opportunities were laid out in
front of me, and I passed them up
because “it wasn’t cool,” or there was
a killer party happening that night.
It wasn’t until I joined my first
student organization, the Public
Relations Student Society of America
(PRSSA) that I knew this was the
place for me.
Despite those late nights and parties
being some of the best nights of my
life, it’s my student organization
involvement and taking in all that
MSUM has to give that really made
my time here so special.
I’ve worked in sports information
at Dragon Athletics, managed social
media accounts for the MSUM
marketing department, served as
a chapter officer in the Society of
Professional Journalists, was the
president of MSUM’s PRSSA chapter
for two years and worked at The
Advocate as assistant editor and now
editor.
If you’re thinking my life revolved
around campus and I spent a majority
of my time here, you’re right. But I
didn’t mind. In fact, the more involved
and invested I got, the more I loved
being on campus.
That’s not to say I didn’t have days
where I wanted to do nothing more
than lay on my couch, but after awhile,
school and all my cocurriculars no
longer felt like work. They were fun.
Yes, your classes are important and

teach you vital information necessary
for your profession. But it’s applying
what I’ve learned in the classroom to
my roles in cocurriculars like PRSSA
and The Advocate that I really got a
taste of the real world.
They’ve allowed me to hone my
skill set through experiences you
rarely get anywhere else. I wouldn’t
be where I am today, and have the
internship lined up after graduation
that I do, without MSUM and the
people here.
In conclusion, you truly do get what
you put in. MSUM is a wonderful
place full of magnificent people that
want nothing more than to help you
succeed in life and leave as prepared
as you can.
Cherish it. Be as involved as you
can. Take advantage of all that this
place has to offer, and I promise you’ll
leave just as in love with it as I am.
When I walk across that stage in
Nemzek next week to receive my
diploma, I’ll be sad my time at MSUM
is done, but there’s one thing I’ll never
forget — once a Dragon, always a
Dragon.
I know the words “thank you”
will never amount to what I owe
this university and the people who
helped me along the way, but thank
you, MSUM. Thank you for helping
me grow as a person, giving me the
knowledge I need to enter the real
world and providing me with best
days of my life.

Dragon Pride defined as more than athletics

MAGGIE OLSON
olsonmag@mnstate.edu

When MSUM re-branded a few
years ago to use separate logos for
academics and athletics, I thought it
seemed like a waste of money.
In the Sept. 8, 2011 issue of The
Advocate, Jeremy Johnson, the
interim marketing director, was quoted
as saying, “with athletics being seen
as our biggest weakness across all
audiences, it was a pretty clear-cut
indication we should be considering
separating the two logos and the two
identities.”
Claims that the separate logos would
“establish a new visual identity” and
help us remain competitive with other
regional universities who were using
separate logos didn’t sound to me
like tangible, justifiable reasons for
spending so much money.
But as the re-branding happened

across campus, my skepticism faded.
I found the new academic logo
helped me feel a stronger sense of
campus identity. Sure, the “flame
of knowledge” motif was a little
cheesy, but I felt like it successfully
symbolized my place and purpose at
this university.
I’ve always thought the Dragon logo
was cool. My favorite sweatshirt has
the Dragon logo on it, but I am not an
athletically oriented person.
I’d like to emphasize this point: I
don’t hate sports. I think sports are
important culturally and have a place
in a university setting. But when the
Dragon logo became exclusively for
athletics, I felt divorced of a “Dragon”
identity.
Instead, I felt a greater sense of
academic purpose. I became more
focused on bringing distinction to our
school through academic engagement,
such as presenting at conferences.
Today the campus culture is
changing. There is a concerted effort
to encourage “Dragon Pride,” but I’m
unsure what Dragon Pride is supposed
to be.
If Dragon Pride is supposed to be
athletic-based, then encouraging all
students to identify as “Dragons”
excludes students like me. MSUM
athletics has seen increased rates
of success since 2011, and the
accomplishments that have been made

should be recognized as such. There’s
nothing wrong with drumming up
support for our teams.
However, I feel the current Dragon
Pride marketing focuses on athletic
endeavors, regardless of student
interest or participation.
If Dragon Pride is supposed to be
about a unified campus identity, then
it seems counterproductive to the very
recent and very expensive re-branding.
If Dragon Pride is not supposed to
be exclusively athletic, then one could
exhibit Dragon Pride by attending
orchestra concerts, planetarium shows
and art exhibitions, instead of just
athletic events. That’s not the message
I feel like I’m receiving from the
Dragon Pride movement.
I’m not against Dragon Pride. I’m
just concerned that the concept of
Dragon Pride is not as inclusive as it
could be.
I believe there is a better rallying
point from which to create a unified
campus identity; one which doesn’t
exclude any student based on their
interests.
The one thing all Dragons have in
common is that we’re students. Student
musicians, student lab researchers and
student athletes are all students, first
and foremost, no matter what their
other affiliations might be.
It’s a great day to be a student at
MSUM.
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My journey as The Advocate’s sports editor
way to get involved.” I cannot know me and work with me in you. Thank you for your interest
thank the former editor, Jasmine telling your team’s stories. I have in writing and for making the
Maki, enough for taking a chance a tremendous amount of respect sports section the best it could be
and letting someone she didn’t for all of you, and I take pride in each week.
know write for The Advocate.
having the opportunity to have
To all the readers of The
I began to write more stories, worked with you all the past Advocate. Everyone who reads
and when the position opened couple years.
the paper each week are who
up, I thought “why not apply
To Tom Berg, the MSUM keeps it going. The positive
and see what happens?” A assistant athletic director for feedback knowing that people
phrase often used in sports is, media relations, who was my have taken an interest in what
“the rest is history,” and that contact person in the athletic you are writing goes a long way.
was true in my case.
department. Tom was patient Thank you for spreading the
I admit I was in over my head with me, provided guidance and word about The Advocate and
when I first started as editor, but lined up every interview I ever for allowing me the opportunity
things slowly got easier. Each needed with a student athlete, to serve as sports editor for a
week I learned and became coach or staff member of Dragon couple years.
more familiar with how
Lastly,
to
the
layout worked, lining up
“I am honored to have had the
members
of
The
interviews and keeping track
opportunity to cover memorable
Advocate staffs of
of everything.
sporting events the past couple years.” the past couple years.
There are many people
It has been great
I have to thank for helping and Athletics. For countless emails working alongside everyone and
working with me in my time as and phone calls to get everything getting to know each one of you
sports editor.
done every week, I owe a debt of better. I cannot thank you all
First and foremost, the student gratitude to you. I appreciate you enough for the past couple years.
athletes. It has been an honor taking the time each week to help It has been an honor working
covering the teams and getting me get interviews lined up.
with all of you and being a part
to know the student athletes.
To Doug Peters and the staff at of something great.
I commend you all on the hard Dragon Athletics. Thank you for
There have been a number
work and dedication that you taking the time for interviews and of memorable events the past
put in as athletes, on top of providing insight into the world couple years,   and I am honored
being students. I thank all of of athletics. I have gained a deep to have had the opportunity to
you for taking the time after appreciation for everyone, and I cover them for The Advocate.
games or during practices to be have learned a lot.
From the football team claiming
interviewed. Every interview
To all the writers who I have back the ‘Battle Axe’ to the men’s
added more depth to a story.
worked with the past couple basketball team winning the first
Next, the coaches at MSUM. years. Everyone brought so much conference title in over 30 years,
You all have been very patient to the sports section, and I am shows Dragon Athletics continues
with me, took the time to get to forever grateful for each one of to go in the right direction.

Great things are happening
with Dragon Athletics. They are
a way to showcase MSUM and
to show that the university is a
great place to acquire a higher
education. I enjoyed attending
all the events that I could. I tried
my hardest to be fair, report the
facts and tell the story in a way
that was honest and truthful.
For everyone who has read my
stories these past couple years,
I say thank you. Thank you for
taking a chance on me as the
sports editor and allowing me to
grow as a journalist.
I firmly believe that Dragon
Athletics will continue to be
competitive in the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference and
will work hard to bring more
recognition and pride to MSUM.
When people said to me, “It’s
a great day to be a Dragon!” I
sometimes didn’t know what they
were talking about. Now, as my
time at MSUM comes to a close,
I truly believe that it is a great day
to be a Dragon.
I will miss covering the
Dragons, but I will be watching
from the stands knowing
Dragon pride is alive and well
at MSUM. I take pride in what I
have accomplished as the sports
editor, and I can’t thank everyone
enough. Continue to show your
Dragon pride and know that it
truly is a great day to be a Dragon.

Tennis team volleys to sixth place in conference

Dragon calendar:

BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu

Time flies when you are having
fun, and that is the perfect way to
describe my time as sports editor
at The Advocate.
There have been high and low
moments, but overall, I wouldn’t
change the experience of these
past couple years for anything.
My love of sports came at a
very young age when my dad
took me with him to practice, or
had me in front of the television
watching either SportsCenter or a
live sporting event. I knew early
in my life that somehow sports
had to play a big part in my life.
I began to realize that my love of
telling stories and writing about
sports would be a great avenue
for me to start gaining experience.
Fast forward to when I came
to MSUM; when I first saw there
was a school newspaper and
thought, “That would be a great

The MSUM tennis team
bounced back this season and
doubled its win total from the
2012-13 season. The team
finished at 6 -11 overall and 5-6
in Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference action.
The team started its season at
2-1 and picked up conference
wins against Minnesota Duluth
and Minnesota Crookston.
The Dragons dropped two
matches against University of

Mary (N.D.) and Upper Iowa
before defeating Minnesota
State University - Mankato and
College of St. Scholastica.
The team finished in the
top half of the conference
and advanced to the NSIC
tournament. This was the
second full year under head
coach Oliver Summers.
The Dragons dropped five
matches in a row, but picked up
final wins against University

Wellness
is more
than just
exercise
Russell & Ann Gerdin

WELLNESSCENTER

of Sioux Falls (S.D.) and
Southwest Minnesota State.
The team dropped the final
match of the regular season to
Bemidji State but did advanced
to the conference tournament.
In the first round the team
faced St. Cloud State and
dropped the match 5-0.
With that loss the Dragons’
season ended with a 6-11
record.
With three seniors on this

year’s team, the Dragons return
a number of players for next
season. The team loses Kaitlin
McNary, Kaitlyn Emerson and
Cortnei Chance.
The Dragons have signed
two recruits for next season in
Sammie Smith and Morgan De
Meyer.
Courtesy of Dragon Athletics

Friday, May 10

• Track and Field:
@ Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference
Championships, Winona
TBD
Thursday, May 22 Saturday, May 24
• Track and Field: @
NCAA Championships,
Allendale, MI TBD

Dragons sprint to first place in 4x100 relay

BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu

Sophomore Forrest Jackson (right) and junior Jonathan Demus exchange the baton in the men’s 4x100 relay. The team
finished in a time of 42.31 seconds and took first place. MSUM won seven events on Saturday at the Ron Masanz track
meet. The men’s team won four events and the women’s team won three. No team scores were kept.
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IMMUNIZATION, FROM FRONT

keep them safe and healthy. Thus, each year, in connection and has testified before the Minnesota State Legislature on time in children’s lives.
with National Infant Immunization Week (April 26 - May vaccine issues. Currently the director of infectious diseases,
She has since become a nationally recognized immunization
3), the award is presented to 31 individuals going above immunology, rheumatology and infections prevention and expert. Stinchfield has served as director of Children’s
and beyond to promote childhood immunizations in their control at the Children’s Clinics and Hospitals of Minnesota Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota’s immunization project
communities. Champions are selected if they have sufficiently in St. Paul, she is obviously deserving of her new title.
and presents regularly for the clinical vaccinology course
shown leadership in their community, collaboration with
Her passion for ensuring all children receive immunizations sponsored by the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases,
others, innovation in the field of vaccination and advocacy began after her experience treating young patients during the which has audiences of up to 1,000 healthcare professionals
for children’s health.
national measles epidemic of 1989-90. Witnessing the deaths each year.
“We’re delighted to present this award to Patsy,”
Her role is a necessary one, as flawed media
said Kristen Ehresmann, director of infectious
coverage about risks from immunization, Internet
“She is a true immunization champion” - Kristen Ehersmann
diseases for the Minnesota Department of Health.
misinformation and frequent changes in recommended
“She is a true immunization champion with a longvaccination schedules can all hinder communication
time commitment and passion for protecting children from of two children as a result of measles was unnecessarily with families about vaccine safety and immunization needs.
vaccine-preventable diseases.”
devastating, she said, as the disease can be prevented by She has taken it upon herself to develop trusting relationships
In 2008, Stinchfield implemented an award-winning immunizations.
with patients and families through informational discussion
program at Children’s Clinics and Hospitals called FluVaxTrax
To find out why some children had not been immunized about the pros and cons of immunization. In turn, Stinchfield
to encourage staff to receive their own flu vaccines in in an effort to prevent future outbreaks, Stinchfield gathered has prevented countless families from taking what she’s called
order to better protect their patients. She has developed a group of other nurses to conduct a door-to-door survey “an unnecessary risk.”
partnerships with businesses to facilitate school-based in various communities. They found that although a vast
“Patsy has a long history at Children’s and in the community
vaccination education and clinics. She has also participated majority of families valued immunizations, they were lacking of helping to ensure children are protected from infectious
in the Minnesota Department of Health’s Immunization information as to when they were needed. This inspired diseases,” Children’s Hospitals and Clinics chief medical
Practices Advisory Committee.
Stinchfield to begin an effort at children’s clinics and hospitals officer Phil Kibort, M.D. said. “This award is yet another
Stinchfield was the first nurse to become a voting member to ensure all of its health care providers were sufficiently chapter in her storied career and we are so proud to count her
of the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices educating families and providing immunizations at the correct as a part of the Children’s family.”
HERTZ, FROM FRONT
3.5 GPA and have graduated
from either a Minnesota or
North Dakota high school.
The 27 students also had to
write responses to three essay
questions and provide reference
letters.
Guck is an honors apprentice
scholarship recipient doing
research with professors to
fulfill her requirements. She
currently holds two marketing

internships, one with Arving and
one with DogIDs. She volunteers
as a piano accompanist for both
MSUM and her church and also
volunteers at 4 Luv of Dog
Rescue.
“Pat Trainer was this year’s
L.B. Hartz award winner, and
rightfully so. After listening
to his motivational acceptance
speech, I have an even
stronger sense of just how

important it is to be involved
within a community and to be
surrounded by caring people,”
Guck said. “Mr. Trainer has an
inspiring entrepreneurial spirit
that mirrors the image of L.B.
Hartz.”
She said although the financial
aspect of this scholarship will
positively impact her future,
it is worth much more than
that. “The L.B. Hartz Academic

Achievement Scholarship will
always be a reminder to give
back to others and to never put a
limit on my personal goals and
aspirations,” she said.
Beyer is equally qualified for
the scholarship. She is currently
a Dragon Caller for MSUM
and is the familiar face used on
recruitment posters hung around
campus. She is a member of
the honors society for business

students, Beta Gamma Sigma,
as well as a member of the
DECA team. Beyer said it is
not unusual for her to hold two
or three part time jobs at once,
and she plans to work and go to
school full time next year.
“I am humbled to receive
such a distinguished scholarship
from the School of Business
and the L.B. Hartz foundation,”
Beyer said.

Congratulations
2014 Graduates,

MSUM’s
Newest
Alumni!
e are proud of your success and
welcome you to the Alumni Family! Stay
connected. For information on Alumni
benefits, gatherings, LinkedIn networking
and connecting with other Dragons
across the world go to

mnstate.edu/alumni
Register for a new Alumni account to receive
monthly e-mail invitations, updates and more.
The MSUM Alumni Foundation is an independent 501 (c)
(3) charitable organization dedicated to Minnesota State
University Moorhead and its alumni and friends.

Best Wishes!
MSUM Alumni Foundation

